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NORTH ELLENBROOK HIGH SCHOOL — CONSTRUCTION 

754. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Premier: 

I refer to the government’s decision at the time of the 2013–14 budget to defer the construction of the north 
Ellenbrook high school. 

(1) Why has the Premier broken another election promise to the parents and children of Ellenbrook? 

(2) Is the Premier aware that the number of children at the existing Ellenbrook Secondary College will 
increase from 1 490 next year to 2 138 in 2017, and that 29 demountable classrooms will be required to 
be installed at an already crowded site at the existing high school? 

(3) Given that Ellenbrook is one of the fastest growing areas in the metropolitan region, will the Premier 
commit today to bring forward construction of the new Ellenbrook high school? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) The north Ellenbrook high school was announced in the 2013–14 budget to open in 2019. Later in 2012 

a decision was announced by the minister to bring that forward to 2017. At this stage, the state has not 
yet acquired the land for the school. Given the planning that is currently underway and the time for 
construction, it will not be possible to meet 2017; therefore, the minister has said that the school will 
open in 2018. The opening has gone from 2019 to 2017 back to 2018. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Hopeless. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We do not have the land yet; it has not yet been sold. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Why not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We do not own the land; it is a simple point. The state does not own the land. The state is 
in the process — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The opposition is clearly not genuinely interested. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Mandurah; I call you to order for the second time. The question was 
asked by the member for West Swan and she will have a chance to ask a supplementary question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The school was originally due to open in 2019; it was brought forward to 2017. That was 
not possible, particularly because the land has yet to be acquired. Meanwhile, planning is going on. Hopefully 
that land negotiation will be completed shortly and the school will open for the 2018 school year. That means 
that Ellenbrook Secondary College will have more demountables and its population may exceed 2 000 students. 
It would be the fourth school in this state to have over 2 000 students. 
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